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Dr. Morris Murray, Jr. 



The Biblical Recipe 
for 

Church Functioning and Growth 

Introduction 

The name Betty Crocker is, of course, associated with cooking. Betty 
Crocker is not the actual name of some world-famous cook. It is simply the trade 
name of General Mills Consumer Service in Minneapolis, MN. 

Cooking refers to the preparation of food - everyone’s favorite subject. Part 
of cooking involves recipes or sets of directions for preparing something to eat. As 
you may know, recipe books abound. One such book says, “Here you will find 
recipes that make the most of your time, your food budget, and your creativity as a 
cook with specialties of every region and season and wonderful meals to serve on 
many occasions .” 1 

Now, while everyone enjoys eating, everyone does not necessarily enjoy 
cooking. But among those who cook, whether they enjoy it or not, following 
recipes is essential for appropriate outcomes. Failure to do so may lead to some 
embarrassing moments which could have been avoided. 

God has a recipe for church functioning and growth. It is not a new recipe. 

'General Mills, Inc., Betty Crocker’s New Dinner for Two Cookbook (New York: Golden 
Press, 1964), 2. 
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It is not some recent revelation that God finally decided to reveal or disclose to His 
starving people. Many of His people, however, are starving because they either 
did not know that God had such a recipe or they have somehow failed to follow 
His directions. In either case, though, God is waiting to receive His penitent child 
and church; eagerly desiring to reorient their misspent efforts and energies toward 
His way of doing things. There is no individual Christian or church which can 
neglect God’s recipe and then function and grow as He intends. 

God’s recipe is not complicated or complex. But it does require having a 
copy of His Recipe Book and familiarizing oneself with the directions. To those 
who are interested and who are willfully longing to follow, God says, “Here you 
will find My recipe which will make the most of your time, your life’s budget, and 
your creativity as a Christian and church with specialties of every region and 
season and wonderful ways to serve on many occasions.” 

As we will see in more specifics later, God’s recipe is expressly stated in 
Romans 12:6-8,1 Corinthians 12:4-11, 28, and Ephesians 4:7-16. In these 
passages, God identifies specific, particular gifts which He graciously gives to His 
people to enable them to function and grow as He sees fit. The human body, 
obviously, has many members and there are various functions for those several 
members. Even so, the church, as the body of Christ, has many members and there 
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are also various functions for those several members. The functions are 
determined by the particular gift or gifts which each member has received from 
God. That’s right. It is God who determines who gets which gift. It is not up to us 
to receive, but it is up to us to respond obediently to what we do receive from Him. 
Our individual functioning and growth, as well as our church functioning and 
growth, depends on just how obediently we respond. It is clear from Ephesians 
4:16 that it is the “proper working of each individual part [which] causes the 
growth of the body for the building up of itself in love”(NASB). In referring to the 
distribution of gifts, I Corinthians 12:7 says, “Now to each one the manifestation of 
the Spirit is given for the common good” (NIV). 

Among various denominations, Sunday School Boards and publishing 
companies are known to periodically release programs which are designed to 
produce church growth. Church Growth Consultants even exist among some 
denominations. Whatever the exact titles may be, we are urged to purchase the 
latest book on Ways to Increase Your Church Attendance. Whatever value may be 
found in these efforts, let us beware of any cheap tactics or desperate maneuvers 
which are not geared to God’s Word. After all, God’s recipe, in itself, is sufficient 
for spiritual concerns. We would do well to both familiarize ourselves with it - and 
follow it. 
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“Just what is our particular gift?” “Do we have more than one?” “Can we 
have more than one?” “Does it matter to us?” “By discovering what they are, what 
will happen?” “What difference will it make?” More about all of this lies ahead. 

In his book, 19 Gifts of the Spirit, Leslie B. Flynn offers this interesting 
perspective: 


Someone has imagined the Carpenter’s tools holding a 
conference. Brother Hammer presided. Several suggested he 
leave the meeting because he was too noisy. Replied the Hammer, 
‘If I have to leave this shop, Brother Screw must go also. You 
have to turn him around again and again to get him to accomplish 
anything.’ Brother Screw then spoke up. ‘If you wish, I’ll leave. 
But Brother Plane must leave too. All his work is on the surface. 
His efforts have no depth.’ To this Brother Plane responded, 
‘Brother Rule will also have to withdraw, for he is always 
measuring folks as though he were the only one who is right. ’ 
Brother Rule then complained against Brother Sandpaper, ‘You 
ought to leave too because you’re so rough and always rubbing 
people the wrong way.’ In the midst of all this discussion, in 
walked the Carpenter of Nazareth. He had arrived to start His 
day’s work. Putting on His apron, He went to the bench to 
make a pulpit from which to proclaim the Gospel. He employed 
the hammer, screw, plane, rule, sandpaper, and all the other tools. 
After the day’s work when the pulpit was finished, Brother Saw 
arose and remarked, ‘Brethren, I observe that all of us are workers 
together with the Lord.’ 2 


2 Leslie B. Flynn, 19 Gifts of the Spirit (Wheaton, Illinois: Victor Books, 1980), 28. 
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Flynn then proceeds to note how in nature God is a God of variety: every 
face is different, no two snowflakes are alike, every fingerprint is different, and the 
widespread diversity among the animals is simply staggering. That God is a God 
of variety in His church, therefore, should come as no surprise. He has bestowed a 
diversity of gifts on believers. He does this to equip them for various avenues of 
service. 

Let us proceed, then, to identify and examine the particular gifts found in 
God’s recipe. The purpose, design, outcome, or end product that will result from 
following God’s recipe will then be addressed. Finally, some practical suggestions 
or helps will be made for discovering and making the most of God’s recipe for both 
our personal and church life. 


It is puzzling to note that in Charles Spurgeon’s 10 volume set of 246 sermons, not one 
sermon is given to the subject of spiritual gifts; in G. Campbell Morgan’s 10 volume set of 260 
sermons, not one sermon is directed to the subject of spiritual gifts; in Fant and Pinson’s 13 
volume set of 20 Centuries of Great Preaching , not one sermon of the 413 sermons addresses the 
matter of spiritual gifts; in J. Hasting’s 20 volume set of Great Texts of the Bible , with 520 
sermons, the texts dealing with spiritual gifts are avoided. I find this rather disturbing, to say the 
least! 


10 



Overview 


I PARTICULAR GIFTS (Rom. 12:6-8; I Cor. 12:4-11, 28; Eph. 4:11) 

A. Prophecy - special inspired preaching \fo retelling of the Word of God 

for the present; 

B. Service/Ministry - practical service & assistance to the needy; may 

apply specifically to deacons but is not restricted to them; 

C. Teaching - instruction in facts, details, and doctrines of Christian faith 

and Biblical revelation; special insight; explanation; 

D. Exhortation - concerned with action based on teaching; 

encouragement 

and motivation; ‘coming alongside with’ healing words; 

E. Giving - includes more than money; attitude of honesty & free of need 

for recognition or self-seeking; no ulterior motive; 

F. Rules/Leads/Gives Aid - administrative concerns; conducted with 

spirit of diligence; no laziness, tardiness, delay, etc.; 

G. Showing Mercy - active involvement with & compassion on those in 

state of distress & difficulty; cheery disposition; 

H. Word of Wisdom - ability to declare the wisdom of God as to the 

significance of the cross; not man’s wisdom; 

I. Word of Knowledge - ability to make practical application of God’s 

wisdom & direct others to do the same; 

J. Faith - wonder-working faith for special service; moves mountains; 

laughs at impossibilities; sense of ‘stubbornness’ about it; 

K. Gifts of Healings - separate gifts of healings for various illnesses; 

wrought only at the specific direction of the Spirit; 

L. Workings of Miracles - works of supernatural origin & character; 

demon-exorcism is included; non-healing activities; 

M. Distinguishing of Spirits - ability to discern true & false prophecy; 

special spiritual sensitivity & maturity; 

N. Tongues & Interpretation - legitimate spiritual gift; proper usage & 

potential dangers; conditions; 

O. Helps - miraculous expectations not necessarily included; activity of 

love; lending helping hand to the hurting; 

P. Administrations - keeping church on task; helmsman; varying degrees 

of skillfulness; not restricted to preachers; 

Q. Apostles - original apostles, plus Paul; conditions; may apply to any 
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today who echo what the original apostles said & meant; 

R. Evangelists - messenger of glad tidings to the lost; missionaries; 

focuses on proclamation of Acts 4:12; 

S. Pastors/Teachers - shepherds or feeds flock of God by teaching them 

the Word of God; single gift with dual functions; 

II PURPOSE OF GIFTS ( Eph. 4:12-16) 

A. Works of Service 

B. Body-Building 

C. Doctrinal Stability 

D. Speaks the Truth in Love 

E. Fulfills Function 

III PRACTICAL STEPS IN DISCOVERING GIFTS 

A. Dig 

B. Desire 

C. Do 

D. Development 

E. Delight 

F. Declaration 



PARTICULAR GIFTS 
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PROPHECY 
(Romans 12:6) 

Since this is th e first gift mentioned in the three separate listings of gifts in 
the New Testament (Romans 12:6-8; I Corinthians 12:4-11, 28; Ephesians 4:7-16), 
this has been regarded as “chief of the gifts.” 4 Whether or not Paul intended to 
convey this idea, it is clear that he certainly placed high value on it. In I 
Corinthians 14:3-4, for example, he says that the “one who prophecies speaks to 
men for edification and exhortation and consolation [and thereby] edifies/builds up 
the church.” To be sure, Paul placed high value on it. But what is prophecy ? The 
word means “to speak for God.” 5 It refers to special inspirational or inspired 
preaching. It is “the function of communicating revelations of truth from God.” 6 It 
is the inspired and inspiring utterance or declaration of divine Scripture through 
human lips. Primary emphasis, therefore, is on the forth telling of the Word of 
God in the present, by the prophet, for the present. It is not necessarily true, and in 
fact, only rarely true, that prophecy in the New Testament has anything to do with 

4 John Albert Bengel, New Testament Word Studies, vol. 2 (Grand Rapids: Kregel 
Publications, 1971), 138. 

? Donald Grey Barnhouse, Romans, vol. 4 (Grand Rapids: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing 
Company, 1983), 48. 

6 F.F. Bruce, ed., The New International Commentary on the New Testament, vol. 6, The 
Epistle to the Romans, by John Murray (Grand Rapids: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, 
1959), 122. 
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fore telling the future. 7 Again, prophecy is the declaration and delivery of Scripture 
- not man’s speculations or conjectures or opinions or ideas or inferences, but of 
Scripture. It is an emphatic, “Thus saith the Lord.” 

Now, notice that this is to be done “according to the proportion of or full 
agreement with the faith.” What does this mean? Its meaning is disputed. Some 
say it refers to a prophet’s own personal measure of faith. Those who hold this 
view base it on the statement in verse 3 that “God has allotted to each a measure of 
faith.” Therefore, the prophet’s personal measure of faith is surely indicated. 

Others, however, say that reference is to the Christian faith. It is pointed out 
that an article (“the”) is used in the Greek text, not a pronoun (“his”). Therefore, 
the body of Christian truth is meant in this verse. 

Furthermore, the Greek word analogia should be translated “true agreement 
with” rather than “proportion.” In other words, prophecy must be in agreement 
with the Christian faith as it was taught and delivered by the apostles. 

Whatever the correct interpretation, this much is clear: no one who receives 
the gift of prophecy should go beyond the truth which God has revealed in His 

7 Bamhouse, 48; William Barclay, The Daily Study Bible Series, vol. 8, The Letter to the 
Romans (Philadelphia: The Westminster Press, 1975), 161; H.D.M. Spence, ed., The Pulpit 
Commentary, vol. 18, Acts and Romans, by J. Barmby (Grand Rapids: Wm. B. Eerdmans 
Publishing Company, 1950), 345; Alexander Maclaren, Expositions of Holy Scripture, vol. 12, 
Acts 13-28/Romans (Grand Rapids: Baker Book House, 1982), 255. 
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Word and given him to deliver. Those with the gift of prophecy are to employ this 
gift to the full but should not seek to go beyond it. 

Prophecy, therefore, signifies the speaking forth of the Word of God. So, if 
inspirational preaching is our gift, then we are encouraged to do it with all the 
conviction that God gives us. 
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Service/Ministry 
(Romans 12:7) 

The word here translated “service” or “ministry” is the Greek word diakonia, 
which is kin to the word diakonos, translated “deacon.” You do not have to be a 
Greek scholar to see the similarity of these two words. Due to this similarity, it has 
been suggested that reference here is to the work of deacons. That may or may not 
be true, but it does not appear to be restricted to deacons. 

As used here, the word diakonia means various forms of practical service 
and assistance to those in need - mental, emotional, physical, social, spiritual. In 
other words, binding up the wounds of the wounded; care for the physical body; 
material ministration; not passing by the one who has fallen among thieves, as did 
the Priest and Levite. Therefore, any forms of attentive service and ministry to 
others are referred to in this gift. 

It may be that we do not possess the gift of prophecy or inspirational 
preaching, and “will never have the privilege of standing forth in public and 
proclaiming Christ.” 8 But we may well be loaded with the gift and ability and 
opportunities to render various deeds of service to fellow human beings. 


8 Barclay, 161. 
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This is not some ‘cheap, trivial’ gift. It is one of the gifts from God. 
Therefore, each believer who receives this gift is responsible for carrying out such 
service and ministry under the consciousness of God’s having him/her to do so. 

Is our gift the gift for so-called ‘social services’? If so, then we are to go to it 
and get at it enthusiastically! “It is the whole-hearted exercise of this gift that is 
[here] urged. Perhaps there is no [other] gift [which is] so liable to lapse into 
haphazard exercise, as this Christ-like gift” 9 of service and ministry. 


9 Wi11iam R. Newell, Romans Verse by Verse (Chicago: Moody Press, 1948), 465. 
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Teaching 
(Romans 12:7) 

The first gift mentioned in the Romans passage is that of “prophecy” or 
inspired preaching. The prophet or preacher is to preach Scripture - not mere 
human ideas or opinions or speculations, but a “Thus saith the Lord.” 

But after the Word of the Lord has been declared by the prophet/preacher, 
we need to better understand that Word. The prophet may say, “The Bible says . . . 
,” but may not tell us, in detail, just what it means. So, for the purpose of helping 
us better understand Biblical truths and revelations, God bestows the gift of 
teaching. As you may know, every preacher is not necessarily a good teacher. 

The gift of teaching refers to one who has been specially endowed with 
insight and skills in setting forth the details and facts of God’s Word. In our 
superficial society which is basically opposed to serious and extended “thinking,” 
the need for one who clearly explains the meaning of God’s Word can all too easily 
be overlooked or ignored. 

Nevertheless, God has not overlooked or ignored this need. He, in fact, has 
highlighted the significance of serious thinking with the gift of teaching. This gift 
is concerned with digging a little deeper, going beyond the surface, and giving 
God’s people an organized, structured presentation of His truths. 

Gerber’s Baby Food may be fine for babies, but it is not enough to sustain 
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adults. Too many Christians, perhaps, have been deprived of the deeper aspects of 
God’s Word because the gift of teaching has been ignored and resisted. The need 
for detailed, systematic instruction and clear-cut teaching of God’s Word must not 
be lost in our society’s search for the quick and easy. In the words of Hebrews 6:1, 
we need to press on beyond the elementary ABC’s of Christ and Christianity to 
God’s graduate school of further growth and development. And for that purpose, 
God has given the gift of teaching. 

The Christian message definitely needs to be proclaimed (the gift of 
“prophecy”). But with equal desperateness it needs to be accurately and adequately 
explained (the gift of “teaching”). Barclay says, “It may well be that one of the 
great failures of the Church at this present time is just in this realm.” 10 

We need proclamation; but not proclamation only. We need exhortation; but 
not exhortation only. We need invitation; but not invitation only. There must also 
be explanation through the gift of teaching. God Himself has made this provision 
for His church. “Who are we to ignore what God has deemed important?” 

In the words of Donald Grey Barnhouse, “Such a gift exacts much study and 
consumes much time over the course of years. The man who has the ability to 


10 161. 
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teach should exercise it and stick to it.” 11 A.T. Robertson once said, “It is a 


calamity when the preacher is no longer a teacher, but only an exhorter.” 12 

The object of teaching, however, extends beyond that of explaining what a 
passage means in its Biblical context. Teaching must also focus on moral and 
practical instruction for living a Godly life in a godless society. 


u 48. 

12 

"Word Pictures in the New Testament , vol. 4, The Epistles of Paul (Nashville: 
Broadman Press, 1931), 174. 
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Exhortation 
(Romans 12:8) 

Exhortation is an appeal to the will. Whereas teaching is directed to the 
understanding, exhortation is concerned with building upon the foundation which 
the teacher has laid. It is, therefore, more concerned with getting people to act in 
light of that teaching. Again, this involves an appeal to one’s will, conscience, and 
heart. 

The dominant theme in exhortation should be encouragement. Its aim is to 
spur people on in the pursuit of Christian discipleship. One does not have to be 
thunderous, loud-mouthed, threatening, and bombastic in order to do this. In fact, 
the gift of exhortation involves “coming alongside” to help, buttressing the 
buffeted, steadying the slipping, consoling the confused, helping the halting, 
strengthening the weak, and giving reassurance to the wavering. Healing words, in 
other words. Exhortation does not find fiendish delight in dangling people over the 

1 o 

flames of hell; it does not throw a “confessed sin back in the sinner’s face.” It is 
directed at stimulating and motivating and challenging people to persevere even in 
the face of repeated failures. Its watchword is, “Neither do I condemn thee.” 

The idea behind this word is that of “an advocate.” It concerns itself with 
aiding or assisting another. So, 

13 Flynn, 83. 


22 



it is not amiss to translate [the] passage, ‘Let the man who has the gift of 
being called to the side of a person in need, really stand by him and help 
him.’ . . . being ready with the helping hand, but extend [ing] that hand 
without show. The unsteady one will know that he has been helped and 
that the touch at the right moment kept him from falling. The world [may] 
not notice, but [the person who was helped] will know and the Lord will 
know. This gift each of us may have. We are not to shrug our shoulders 
and say that we pay a preacher to do this work. [We all may be] called 
upon to stand by someone who is in need. 14 


14 Bamhouse, 52. 
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Giving 

(Romans 12:8) 

The giving denoted here is not, necessarily, restricted to that of money, 
although it certainly includes that. But whatever may be found in the package of 
giving, it is the attitude behind it that is emphasized in this verse. The direction is 
to do it “in simplicity.” The word haplotes may also be translated “liberality,” but 
the primary concern in this passage seems to lean more toward the idea of single- 
mindedness of heart, mental honesty, being free from pretense, “not covertly 
seeking to secure credit, praise, honor, reward for whatever [one] imparts.” 15 In 
other words, stress is upon “the quality of mind which has no mental reservation in 
what it does; when it gives, it does so because it sees and feels the need, and for no 
other reason.” 16 

How often is this attitude aborted? Do we give with the hidden hope or 
earnest expectation that a bronze statue of ourselves will be erected in 
commemoration of our generosity? Are we ever ostentatious or showy in the 
public display of our gifts? Do we ever fling our gifts down from the heights of a 

l5 R. C. H. Lenski, The Interpretation of St. Paul’s Epistle to the Romans (Minneapolis: 
Augsburg Publishing House, 1936), 764. 

I6 W. Robertson Nicoll, The Expositor’s Greek Testament , vol 2, St. Paul’s Epistle to the 
Romans , by James Denney (Grand Rapids: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, 1976), 

691. 
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self-manufactured sense of superiority? Do we donate our dimes and dollars with 
deceit, giving under the pretense of selfless concern, but inwardly afflicted with the 
malignant yearning to have our name “carved in wood or engraved in stone” in 
recognition of our personal ‘care package’? Is our giving tainted with the thought 
of return? Such attitudes or motives poison us and abort the very gift itself! 

The gift of giving is to be exercised or carried out in a manner that is free of 
impurity or self-seeking. Liberality may be involved, but the recognition of it is 
not! 


l7 Bamhouse, 55. 
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Rules/Leads 
(Romans 12:8) 

This is the gift of those who exercise administrative concerns, those who 
lead, preside, or who have the gift for managing affairs of the church. Of course, 
“it would be absurd to think that there is any allusion here to [administration] as 
exercised by one man” 18 - even the bishops/elders (pastors-?). For in the New 
Testament, the terms “elders and bishops” [pastors-?] are used interchangeably and 
apparently in reference to the same office/position. And even if reference in this 
verse is to that position, the New Testament passages concerning that office 
indicate a plurality of elders - not just one man. 

In a wider application, however, the term may refer to “anyone who is 
placed at the head of others for the purpose of performing some task.” 19 This may 
be the chair person of a committee, the church council, or “anyone in a leading 
position, with authority over others.” 20 

Such leadership is to be carried out “in diligence.” “The word means ‘haste’ 
in the good sense: prompt efficiency, no delay, no excuses, no dilatoriness” 21 

18 Murray, 126. 

19 Lenski, 760. 

20 Barmby, 345. 

21 Lenski, 760. 
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[tendency to delay, tardiness], no dragging the feet, the avoidance of slothfulness, 
no laziness. Rather, those with the gift of leadership are to throw themselves into 
their leadership with zeal and zestfulness. They are to give of their utmost in the 
leadership provided and to the people for whom the leadership is offered. 22 As 
someone once put it, if you think you are leading and no one is following, you are 
just walking around. 

The gift of leadership and the diligence with which it is to be exercised may 
necessitate giving up personal pleasure and leisure. But such forfeiture is only 
rightly expected from those whom God sees fit to endow with this gift. The 
temptation toward humdrum routineness is to be resisted; the temptation to 
succumb to the dull, monotonous, irksome discharge of duty is to be countered and 
replaced with Spirit-inspired zeal and earnestness, applying oneself with vigor to 
the task/s at hand. 23 


“Bamhouse, 55. 

' George Arthur Buttrick, ed., The Interpreter’s Bible , vol. 9, Acts - Romans, by John 
Knox (Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1954), 585; A.M. Hunter, Romans (London: SCM Press 
LTD, 1955), 109. 
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Showing Mercy 
(Romans 12:8) 

This gift consists of, and manifests itself in, such things as visiting the sick 
and afflicted, relieving one in a state of distress and difficulty, lending a shoulder 
to the sorrowful, and granting forgiveness to those who sin. And in granting 
forgiveness to others, we must remember that we are fellow-sinners who also stand 
in need of forgiveness. So, the gift of showing mercy is the “Spirit-guided 
ability” 24 to demonstrate compassion and forgiveness for sinners, to help bear the 
burden of another, to come alongside and show gracious favor to the hurting. 

What is the appropriate attitude with which this gift is to be conducted? 

First, from a negative standpoint, the one who shows mercy is not to do so with 
reluctance or hesitancy or in a “despondent mood.” 25 In fact, this gift is more than 
a feeling of any kind. Rather, it is action-oriented. For example, “whenever Jesus 
was moved with compassion, He did something about it. [His compassion] was 
expressed in concrete deeds of mercy. He healed the blind, the lepers, the sick. He 
fed the multitudes. His whole life on earth [actively] demonstrated His 
compassion.” So, the attitude associated with this gift is one of active 

24 Flynn, 133. 

25 Maclaren, 260. 

26 Flynn, 133. 
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intervention, not just passive feelings of sympathy. 

Furthermore, showing mercy is not to be “rendered grudgingly .” 27 The 
attitude with which this gift is to be carried out is one of “cheerfulness.” The word 
basically means “with hilarity.” In fact, the English word “hilarity” is a 
transliteration (i.e., letter for letter substitution from one language to another) of 
the Greek word hilarotes. There is to be a spirit of joyfulness, exhilaration, 
happiness, delight, and buoyancy which characterizes the one who blesses other 
people by showing mercy to them. Indeed, the one with this gift is to “carry a 
bright face into [various situations with varying shades of] darkness, and [to] come 
like sunshine [to] a shady place .” 28 

The gift of showing mercy, therefore, is one of active involvement with an 
hilarious, cheery disposition; not cheap, plastic, or insincere, but a pleasant, upbeat 
state of mind. 

An example of this may be seen in the church’s active involvement with 
those who suffer from various health problems (Anorexia and Bulimia Nervosa, 
HIV/AIDS, and Alzheimer’s Disease). For specific information, please see my 
doctoral project on this topic in the library of Samford University. 

27 Maclaren, 260. 

28 Ibid. 
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The Word of Wisdom 
(I Corinthians 12:8) 

The wisdom here cited is the wisdom of God, specifically as it is revealed in 
His divine plan of providing salvation for human beings through the death, burial, 
and resurrection of Jesus Christ. This is made abundantly clear and “described at 

9Q 

length by Paul in chapters 1 and 2 of this epistle.” In short, “wisdom refers to the 
significance of the cross.” 30 

But the gift here referenced is not that of wisdom. It is the word of wisdom. 

In other words, the word or utterance of wisdom indicates or points to the Spirit- 

inspired “ability to discourse [or speak] eloquently of this wisdom.” 31 Indeed, 

When a man has been illumined by the Spirit regarding God’s 
eternal purpose in Jesus Christ and has been gifted to declare it, ‘the 
utterance of wisdom’ takes place. We may find a stirring example of 
this in the ministry of Stephen: ‘But they could not withstand the 
wisdom [emphasis mine] and the Spirit with which he spoke’ (Acts 
6:10). For the faithful exercise of his gift, he was stoned to death 
(Acts 7:54-60). However, the stones that crushed his body bore as 
much evidence to his Spirit-empowered utterances [emphasis mine] 
as the converts of Peter at Pentecost (Acts 2:37-42). In both instances, 
a word from the Lord was heard and acted upon. 32 

29 Millard J. Berquist, Studies in First Corinthians (Nashville: Convention Press, 1960), 


30 

Clifton J. Allen, ed., The Broadman Bible Commentary, vol. 10, Acts-I Corinthians, by 
Raymond Bryan Brown (Nashville: Broadman Press, 1970), 362. 

31 Joseph H. Thayer, Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament (Grand Rapids: Baker 
Book House, 1977), 582. 

32 MacGorman, 36. 
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Notice that this gift, “the word or utterance or expression of [God’s] 
wisdom” is “through the Spirit.” It is only “through the Spirit” that we are able 
“not only to apprehend [understand] this wisdom in our own hearts for our own 
salvation, but also to convey what we have apprehended to others for their 
salvation.” 33 It may, indeed, reflect more than a man’s wisdom when R.C.H. 
Lenski says that “the ability to state this wisdom is the best and highest spiritual 
gift.” 34 Could it be true that even licensed, ordained ministers need it - and often 
do not have it? 


R. C. H. Lenski, The Interpretation of I and II Corinthians (Minneapolis: Augsburg 
Publishing House, 1937), 500. 

34 Ibid. 


31 



The Word of Knowledge 
(I Corinthians 12:8) 

Knowledge is “the apprehension of the details of the gospel.” 35 The gift of 
“the word of knowledge,” therefore, is “the ability to impart this knowledge to 
others.” In other words, this gift “clearly expounds and applies”^ the former gift: 
the word of wisdom. This gift is the special capacity and capability, “according to 
the same Spirit” (v. 8), to teach and inform believers or disciples how to make 
“practical application of gospel truths in their own individual lives.” 38 

The one with this gift is able ‘to search, systematize, and summarize’ the 
teachings of Scripture. And upon the basis of this knowledge, this special “insight 
or illumination” of divine truth, the one with this gift is enabled to dispense this 
knowledge to others. He is called upon by God to do so. 

Now, this gift is not restricted to preachers or “professional clergyman.” 40 
So, keep the door or window of possibility open: God may have graced you with 

35 Lenski, 501. 

36 Ibid. 

' Hermann Cremer, Biblio-Tlieological Lexicon of New Testament Greek (Edinburgh: T. 
&T. Clark, 1895), 873. 

l8 Berquist, 92. 

l9 Robertson, 169. 

40 Flynn, 92. 


32 



this gift. 

A word of caution is in order here. It appears that the attitude and theme 
song of many people is, “Don’t tell me anything I do not already know!” Such 
thinking is indicative of mental laziness and is an affront to the one with this gift of 
the word of knowledge, and furthermore, is in direct opposition and resistance to 
the very God Who gave this particular gift. Think on that for a moment! 
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Faith 

(I Corinthians 12:9) 


Paul is not speaking here of the saving faith which is basic to the beginning 
of the Christian life, but of extraordinary faith which renders special service within 
the Christian life. 41 Reference here is not to the common faith of all Christians, but 
the “wonder-working faith” 42 which is a gift of God to some Christians. 

To be sure, there is a sense in which even initial, saving faith involves 
‘heroic belief.’ But the ‘heroic belief embodied in faith as a gift has a sense of 
stubbornness about it; a stubborn unyieldingness, an unconquerable “assurance that 
God can overcome any difficulties, and meet any emergencies” 43 which may be 
encountered. This kind of faith, 

is a Spirit-given ability to see something that God wants done and to 
sustain unwavering confidence that God will do it regardless of 
seemingly insurmountable obstacles. . . . Though all logic seems 
stacked against some course of action, this faith makes decisions 
which seem senseless, then sees them through despite overriding 
objections and massive roadblocks. . . . [it] laughs at impossibilities 
and cries, ‘It shall be done.’ 44 


4l Matthew Black, ed., The New Century Bible Commentary, vol. 7, 1 and II Corinthians, 
by F. F. Bruce (Grand Rapids: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, 1971), 119. 

42 

'Robertson, 169; Marvin R. Vincent, Word Studies in the New Testament (Grand Rapids: 
Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, 1946), 256. 

4l Berquist, 92. 

44 Flynn, 141. 
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This is the faith which “moves mountains” 45 and “produces results.” 46 It is 
the kind of faith illustrated by the uncle of a friend of mine. The uncle was 
diagnosed with inoperable stomach cancer. He asked the doctors what chance he 
had if he had surgery. The doctors said, “No chance without surgery and only 5 
percent with surgery.” The man said, “Well, that’s great. Because with your 5 
percent and God’s 100 percent, I have a 105 percent chance of making it.” 
Following surgery, the man was instructed not to eat for several weeks. However, 
after only a few days at home, he asked his wife to cook supper. As she was 
preparing supper, the deacons from his church came to his house to pray for him. 
The man ate a full meal and is now leading a regular life. 

A further idea about this gift is suggested by Craig Blomberg. He maintains 
that it may also refer to “a special measure of faith ... to sustain a person when 
[God] chooses not to work” 47 such impossibilities. 

This kind of faith “cannot be demanded [from God], for like all gifts, it is 
Spirit-bestowed as the Spirit wills. Also, the gift must be used, not boastfully, but 
lovingly, for though one has mountain-moving faith but not love, he is nothing (I 

45 Brown, 363; Farrar, 398. 

46 Barclay, 109. 

47 Terry Muck, ed. The NIV Application Commentary, vol. 7 ,1 Corinthians, by Craig 
Blomberg (Grand Rapids: Zondervan Publishing House, 1994), 244. 
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Corinthians 13:2). 


>,48 


48 Flynn, 141. 
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Gifts of Healings 
(I Corinthians 12:9) 

It is the Spirit of God Who bestows gifts of healing in the church. Notice 

that both the words “gifts” and “healings” are in the plural. “Does this mean that 

there is a separate, distinct gift of healing for each kind of illness?” “Does each 

kind of illness require a separate kind of healing gift?” In other words, is there one 

gift for healings or cures without medical intervention, one gift for cures or 

healings with medical intervention, one gift for cures or healings by natural 

remedies, and so forth? Blomberg claims that “the plurals suggest either that the 

gift may come and go for various occasions or, perhaps more likely, that there are 

different gifts for different kinds of illnesses.” 49 This is also the position taken by 

Leon Morris and F. W. Grosheide. 50 It is maintained by Farrar, however, that this 

is done by supernatural power and not by medical knowledge. 51 

Healings were messianic works. They are found throughout the 
Gospels and also in the book of Acts, e.g., the man lame from 
birth (Acts 3:1-10), Aeneas (Acts 9:32-34), and the cripple at 


49 244. 

5<) R.V. G. Tasker, ed., Tynclale New Testament Commentaries, vol. 7, The First Epistle of 
Paul to the Corinthians, by Leon Morris (Grand Rapids: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing 
Company, 1958), 169; F. F. Bruce, ed., The New International Commentary on the New 
Testament, vol. 7, The First Epistle to the Corinthians, by F. W. Grosheide (Grand Rapids: Wm. 
B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, 1953), 286. 

51 Farrar, 398. 
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Lystra (Acts 14:8-10). . . . The Spirit of God bestows gifts of 
healings in the church. Observe, however, that healing does not 
always take place. In 2 Corinthians 12:7-9, Paul besought the 
Lord three times to remove his ‘thorn in the flesh,’ but it was 
not taken away. Instead he was given God’s grace to bear it. 52 

Furthermore, as far as the New Testament record is concerned, 

We should not think that healings were wrought at will by 
the person concerned. In each instance a specific intimation 
came to them from the Spirit that the act [of healing] should be 
performed. ... [It was] not until that moment [that the healing 
occurred. But at that moment] it always took place without 
fail [Acts 3:If; 16:16f]. 53 


52 MacGorman, 38. 
53 Lenski, 502. 
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Workings of Miracles 
(I Corinthians 12:10) 

The word translated “miracles” is the Greek word dunamis, which occurs 
120 times in the New Testament. In addition to “miracles,” it is also variously 
translated, “power/s, mighty works, wonderful works, strength, and might.” Here, 
the word “is used of works of a supernatural origin and character, such as could not 
be produced by natural agents and means.” 54 “A miracle is God stepping into His 
universe [and] setting aside the ordinary laws of nature to do something 
extraordinary.” 55 

Since this gift is “mentioned immediately after healings . . . miraculous cures 
are not meant. Jesus did miracles other than healings (stilling of the storm, feeding 
of the multitudes).” 56 

However, the term probably does include the miracles or works of power 
such as casting out demons. 57 Barclay states that the inclusion of demon-exorcism 
is almost certain: 


54 W. E. Vines, Vine’s Expository Dictionary of New Testament Words (Iowa Falls: 
Riverside Book and Bible House, n.d.), 757. 

55 Flynn, 162. 

56 Morris, 171. 

57 Brown, 363; Blomberg, 244. 
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In those [NT] days many illnesses, often all illnesses, and 
especially mental illnesses, were attributed to the work of demons; 
and it was one of the functions of the church to exorcize these 
demons. . . . Exorcism is still very much a reality in the mission 
field; and at all times it is the function of the church to minister 
to a mind diseased and disturbed. 58 

One of my former seminary professors, Dr. Thomas Starks, testified in class 
several years ago of his having engaged in demon-exorcism on a college campus. 

According to Galatians 3:5 and Hebrews 2:4, miracles are part of God’s 
bearing witness to the working of His Spirit in this age. Also, “the working of 
miracles is reported in Acts 3:1-10 and 14:8-12. Paul writes concerning his own 
ministry that it is marked ‘by the power of signs and wonders, by the power of the 
Holy Spirit’ (Romans 15:19).” 59 

So, whatever else may be included in the outworkings, demonstrations, or 
manifestations of this gift, this much is certain: “the gift or the energy [to perform 
this gift] is bestowed by a communication from above. Lacking such 
communication, even the apostles made no attempt to perform a miracle.” 60 We 
would be wise to abide by that same principle. 


58 111. 

59 Brown, 363. 
60 Lenski, 503. 
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Distinguishing of Spirits 
(I Corinthians 12:10) 

This gift is “the counterpart and safeguard of ‘prophesying.’” 61 It refers to the 
ability to “distinguish between different kinds of spirits, and to determine whether, 
in any case, it is the Spirit of God by which a man speaks, or only his human spirit, 
or even an evil spirit.” 62 

According to I John 4:1, all Christians are to “prove/test/examine ( dokimazo) 
the spirits whether it is from God. ” However, there may arise certain cases when it 
is difficult to “distinguish” ( diakrisis ) between different kinds of spirits. “There 
were [then, and are now] such things as ‘deceitful spirits’ which [speak] ‘doctrines 
of devils’ (I Timothy 4:1; Revelation 2:1-2).” It is in the very nature of false 
prophets to use language that is both destructive and damaging to the unsuscepting 
and less sensitive. They thrive on it. And so, “for the purpose of unmasking these 
prophets, the Lord provides this gift and thus enables His church to turn from lying 
spirits to the one Spirit of truth.” 64 

6I W. Robertson Nicoll, ed., The Expositor’s Greek Testament , vol. 2, Apostles, Romans, 
First Corinthians , by G.G. Findlay (Grand Rapids: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, 
1976), 888. 

62 Alvah Hovey, ed., An American Commentary on the New Testament , vol. 5, 

Corinthians to Thessalonians (Valley Forge: The Judson Press, 1887), 105. 

63 Farrar, 398. 

64 Fenski, 504. 


41 



The ability to distinguish between spirits is a reference to those 
who possess the gift of discerning true and false prophecy. They are 
concerned with clarifying what comes from the Holy Spirit and what 
does not. Some spirits that possess men are not divine but demonic 
(I Timothy 4:1). Persons who distinguish between spirits possess 
spiritual sensitivity and maturity. They know how to assess properly 
the place of mind, will, and emotion in religious experience. 65 

This ability to discern whether or not a speaker is inspired by the power of 

the Holy Spirit or some other spirit has been called ‘good judgment’ or 

‘discriminating taste.’ This may be accepted, I suppose, as long as it is kept in 

mind that this gift is not just some superior insight by some intellectually primed 

person who does not possess the Spirit of God. Again, this gift, and all the others, 

should not be equated with mere human talents or refined temperamental slant. 

Blomberg says this gift “cannot be the same as evaluating the contents of an 

alleged prophecy, since [I Corinthians! 14:29 assigns that responsibility either to 

other prophets or to the entire congregation.” 66 I wonder if he sees a contradiction 

which others may not see. 


65 Brown, 363. 
66 245. 
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Kinds of Tongues - Interpretation of Tongues 
(I Corinthians 12:10) 

As is true of the other gifts, and especially true regarding these two gifts, 
more needs to be said than space permits. Furthermore, there is also so much 
uncertainty and disagreement, even among Bible scholars, that ‘care and caution’ 
rather than ‘conceit and cockiness’ should characterize the handling of the gifts at 
hand. The following 10 observations will be noted for consideration. 

1. Speaking in tongues is a legitimate spiritual gift in the New 
Testament. 

2. There were different varieties or kinds of this gift. 

3. The kind spoken at Corinth was beneficial to none except 
the one speaking, unless an interpreter was present to 
unveil its meaning. 

4. As revealed in I Corinthians 14, the gift was not to be 
highly prized or valued. 

5. At Corinth, however, the gift was overly valued. It was 
a subject of pride and a source of perplexity. 

6. Paul minimizes the importance of this gift and says that 
if an interpreter is not available, it should be exercised 
in private, not in public. 

7. In I Corinthians 13:8, Paul said, “tongues shall pass 
away.” 

8. Berquist says this about Paul’s statement in 13:8: 

“He did not indicate just when, but certainly one would 
be justified in believing that their purpose and function 
have long since ceased.” 

9. Paul never questioned the reality of this gift. He was, 
however, very much concerned about its proper usage 
and potential dangers. 


67 93. 
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10. We must exercise love and tolerance with Christian 
brothers and sisters as we seek to come to an adequate 
and accurate understanding of this gift. 

More time and attention is needed for an adequate and accurate treatment of 
this concern than the number of liver pills in Carter’s pill box. The inadequacies 
and weaknesses of this brief mention of 10 observations are frankly acknowledged. 
I, therefore, refer the reader to a book co-authored by Drs. Fisher Humphreys and 
Malcolm Tolbert on this subject: Speaking in Tongues. Of course, there are many 
additional resources which address this in more detail. 
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Helps 

(I Corinthians 12:28) 

This is the only place in the New Testament where the word translated 
“helps” ( antilempseis ) is found. It refers to the gift of giving assistance or lending 
a hand to those who need help: the poor, the weak, the sick, orphans, widows, 
strangers, and so forth. It is the unburdening of the burdened. 

The verb form of this word is found in Luke 10:40 where an exhausted and 
exasperated Martha asked Jesus, “Do You not care that my sister has left me to 
serve alone? Bid her, therefore, that she help me.” No miraculous expectations are 
included in this word. It includes taking one’s turn at serving “joyfully and 

/TO 

diligently wherever and whenever required.” 

Now, this is clearly not a glamorous gift. It is not a showy or attention- 
getting gift. As was apparently the case in the church at Corinth, because it was 
such a low-profile gift, it was not highly prized or appreciated. “Could it be that 
because of its low-profile, it still is not highly prized, valued, or appreciated 
today?” Let us remember that it is God’s gift, and it is highly prized by Him Who 
gave it. It, therefore, should be prized and faithfully performed by those who have 
it. 69 Christianity is, and always has been, intensely concerned with active and 

68 Flynn, 101. 

69 John Mac Arthur, Jr., The Mac Arthur New Testament Commentary on I Corinthians 


45 



practical concerns in meeting human needs. This gift of helps is “the activity of 

love,” 70 practically demonstrated by lending a hand of help to the hurting. 

Although the theological implications of one verse in the hymn, Lead On, O 

King Eternal, raise some legitimate “hesitations,” the illustration provided by this 

verse regarding this gift should not be missed: 

Lead on, O King Eternal, 

Till sin’s fierce war shall cease, 

And holiness shall whisper 
The sweet amen of peace; 

For not with swords ’loud clashing, 

Or roll of stirring drums; 

With deeds of love and mercy 
The heav ’n-ly kingdom comes. 


(Chicago: The Moody Bible Institute, 1984), 324. 

70 

Gerhard Kittel, ed., Theological Dictionary of the New Testament, vol. 1 ,A-G - 
antilempsis, by Gerhard Delling (Grand Rapids: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, 1964), 
376. 
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Administrations 
(I Corinthians 12:28) 

This is the gift of leadership. The word ( kuberneseis ) used here is variously 
translated “administration” (NIV), “administrations” (NASB), “government” (KJV), 
“administrators” (RSV), “organizers” (Phillips, The Message), “administering” 
(New Berkeley Version), and “managers” (Williams), just to mention a few. The 
idea behind this word is that of a steersman or helmsman who directs a ship or 
keeps it on its proper destination. 71 

As a spiritual gift, it refers to those who shoulder the administrative affairs 
of the church; those who direct the church’s life; those gifted ones who are charged 
by God with the task of keeping the church on course, on its proper goal and 
destination. 

Pastors may or may not have this gift, but it is certainly not restricted to 
them. Pastors may or may not have this gift, or they may have it in varying 
degrees of skillfulness and effectiveness. But as anyone who has been actively 
involved in church life knows well, there clearly are those people in the church 
who are definitely endowed with this leadership ability. Their role as recipients of 
this gift should be recognized and allowed to be exercised. 

7l Vincent, 260; Fred D. Howard, I Corinthians: Guidelines for God’s People (Nashville: 
Convention Press, 1983), 111; Brown, 368; Bruce, 123. 
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Just as there are certain members or parts of the human body which are not 
seen but whose function is, nevertheless, very important, so “there are those [with 
this gift] who serve the Church in ways that win no publicity, but without whose 

72 

service the Church could not go on.” 

God not only knows what He wants done; He also knows how to get it done. 
God operates by giving different gifts to His people. As His people recognize and 
respond obediently in the exercise of their gifts, both the individual Christian and 
the Church corporately function appropriately and grow according to God’s 
yardstick or measuring rod. It is to be tearfully admitted that much that is called 
church function and growth is neither! 


72 Barclay, 115. 
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Apostles 
(Ephesians 4:11) 


The word apostle is found some 79 times in the New Testament with both 
primary and secondary usage. In the stricter, primary sense, the term refers to the 
original apostles, Paul himself being included. It denotes specially called and 
commissioned messengers who were given the life-long task of carrying out the 
purpose of God for man’s salvation. 73 In addition to having been called and 
commissioned by Christ to preach (Matthew 10:5; Galatians 1:1), an apostle was a 
witness of Christ’s resurrection (Acts 1:8, 21-23), and also performed “signs and 
wonders and miracles” (II Corinthians 12:12). 

Apostles did not “spring up at random . . . they [were generous gifts] from 
[God’s treasury] of grace.” 74 “The church has never had apostles in [this primary] 
New Testament sense since the first century.” Nevertheless, we continue to profit 
from their gift; we continue to reap benefits from them, as we continually devote 
ourselves “to the apostles’s teaching or doctrine” (Acts 2:42), which is “the 


7l George Arthur Buttrick, ed., The Interpreter’s Dictionary of the Bible, vol. 1, Apostle, 
by M. H. Shepherd (Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1962), 171. 

74 F. F. Bruce, ed., The New International Commentary on the New Testament, vol. 10, 
Commentary on the Epistles to the Ephesians and Colossians, by E. K. Simpson and F. F. Bruce 
(Grand Rapids: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, 1957), 94. 

75 Shepherd, 172. 
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foundation of the church and of our faith.” Thus, it can legitimately be said that 
apostles were “the chief and highest gift of ministry in the church.” Whatever 
else we do as a church, we cannot afford to neglect or steer away from the 
foundational teachings of the apostles which are embodied in the Word of God. 

In a secondary sense, though, the word apostle may also apply to any “who 
proclaim the Word of God today.” 78 We may not have the apostles before us in the 
flesh today, but we can be apostolic by turning to the message of the apostles and 
following their example in our preaching, teaching, and living. But it must be the 
Word of God. Only to the degree that we also are called by Christ and are echoing 
what they have already said - and meant- may the word “apostle” apply to anyone 
today. 

In the words of the Nicene Creed of A.D. 374, we are to be “one holy 
Catholic and Apostolic Church.” 79 


76 Lenski, 526. 

77 Shepherd, 172. 

78 

Kenneth S. Wuest, Ephesians and Colossians in the Greek New Testament (Grand 
Rapids: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, 1953), 100. 

7Q 

Henry Bettenson, ed.. Documents of the Christian Church , 2d ed. (London: Oxford 
University Press, 1975), 26. 
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Evangelists 
(Ephesians 4:11) 


This word euangelistes is found only 3 times in the New Testament: Acts 
21:8 of Philip; II Timothy 4:5 of Timothy; and here. The word means “a 
messenger of glad tidings,” one who travels and proclaims the message of salvation 

on o i 

through Christ. Evangelists are “itinerant preachers,” “travelling missionaries,” 
or “wanderers.” 82 That is, they are “not attached to a particular congregation,” 83 as 
is true of “elders-bishops-pastors,” “though sometimes they had a stated place of 
abode or ministry.” 

In fact, Klyne Snodgrass objects to the idea of evangelists being “itinerants” 
who proclaimed the gospel. He refers to Paul’s urging of “evangelist Timothy to 
stay in Ephesus to build up the church there (I Timothy 1:3), and [that] the 
evangelist Philip had a house in Caesarea.” 85 Whatever meaning may be placed on 


on 

Curtis Vaughan, A Study Guide Commentary: Ephesians (Grand Rapids: Zondervan 
Corporation, 1977), 94; W. Robertson Nicoll, ed.. The Expositor’s Greek Testament, vol. 3, 
Secon d Corinthians, Galatians, Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians by S. D. F. Salmond (Grand 
Rapids: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, 1976), 330. 

81 Vincent, 389; Wuest, 100. 

82 Barclay, 147. 

83 H. D. M. Spence, ed., The Pulpit Commentary, vol. 20, Ephesians, by W. G. Blaikie 
(Grand Rapids: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, 1950), 149. 

84 Salmond, 330. 

85 204. 
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these few words from Snodgrass, the historical interpretation of evangelists seems 
worth retaining. 

The task of evangelists is to preach the gospel to the lost or unconverted. 
They “spread the gospel in new places,” again, like that of either home or foreign 
missionaries. Instead of receiving special revelations from God, as were given to 
the prophets, 87 evangelists focused on the direct proclamation of the revelation 
already given: “Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other name 
under heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved” (Acts 4:12). 


86 Lenski, 528. 
87 Salmond, 330. 
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Pastors and Teachers 
(Ephesians 4:11) 

Two terms are coupled together here in this gift, and there is almost 
universal agreement among Bible scholars that they refer to one individual: 
pastors-teachers. Notice the wording, for example: not “some pastors and some 
teachers,” but “some pastors and teachers.” 

But even though it may be one gift, there is an obvious difference with 
regard to functions. In fact, two functions of one office or position. The word 
“pastors” (poimenas) is found only here in the New Testament. It refers to one 
who “shepherds or tends” God’s flock. In I Peter 5:1, this is stated explicitly using 
the verb form of this word: “Shepherd (poimaino) the flock of God among you, 
exercising oversight (episkopeo - verb form of ‘bishop’).” And, as is seen in the 
first verse of I Peter 5, this directive is addressed to “elders” (presbuterous ). So, 
here in 2 verses, all three terms, or their derivatives, are used interchangeably. 

What, then, is so important about all these truths? Simply this: According 
to the paired-gift in Ephesians 4:11, the obvious way of “shepherding” or “tending 
the flock of God” is by teaching the flock, feeding them the Word of God. As 
Kenneth Wuest puts it: “God’s ideal pastor is one who engages in a didactic 
[teaching] ministry, feeding the saints on expository preaching, giving them the 
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rich food of the Word.” 88 Marvin Vincent, with equal boldness and daring, said, 
“No man is fit to be a pastor who cannot also teach, and the teacher needs the 
knowledge which pastoral experience gives.” 89 Again, A.T. Robertson said, “It is a 
calamity when the preacher is no longer a teacher, but only an exhorter.” 90 
Snodgrass observes: 

While all Christians have a teaching responsibility (I Cor. 14:26; Col. 3:16), 
some people were recognized as ‘teaching pastors’ (more lit., ‘teaching 
shepherds’) in the church and were compensated for their teaching (cf. Acts 
13:1; Gal. 6:6; I Cor. 12:28; I Tim. 5:17). The figure of a shepherd leading 
and caring for sheep is a familiar Old Testament image applied to both 
God and human leaders. 91 

This single gift with dual functions is another of the grace gifts from God for 
His Church. 


88 100 . 

89 390 . 

90 174 . 

91 204 . 
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After the partial listing of leadership gifts in Ephesians 4:11, Paul proceeds 
to focus on their purpose (vs. 12-16). 

‘What is the purpose for which all these gifts are bestowed?’ You 
may be surprised at the answer of the Apostle. He does not say, ‘to win 
the world to Christ.’ Nobody can doubt that he always had that in mind, 
and that it was the passion of his heart; but just now he does not mention 
the world. For the moment he is wholly absorbed in the Church; and it 
it worth while remembering that we shall never win the world if we lose 
sight of the Church. St. Paul’s answer is that the whole of these gifts are 
‘for the perfecting of the saints,’ that is the final object for the ministry 
of the Spirit. . . . The word ‘perfecting’ [ katartismon ] is a somewhat 
remarkable one. As a verb it is used of Peter and John mending their 
nets (Matt. 4: 21; Mark 1: 19). It means repairing or making good the 
damage which wear and tear may have wrought. It may mean to restore 
or refit. It suggests the making good of defects, the bettering of the 

• 92 

saints. 

Paul now becomes more specific as to how that is to be done in verses 12- 


16: 


1. Works of Service (v. 12) - Since each has received a gift or gifts of 
grace, each is, therefore, qualified for some kind of service. It is, therefore, very 
clear that regardless of what we have received from God, nothing He gives us “is 
superfluous or needless. Everyone of the [previous] gifts named is a necessary part 

QO 

of the equipment.” “The emphasis on each person receiving grace for ministry in 
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"A. R. Buckland, cd., A Devotional Commentary, vol. 6, St. Paul’s Epistle to the 
Ephesians, by Charles Brown (London: The Religious Tract Society, 1911), 105-106. 

93 E. Y. Mullins, Studies in Ephesians (Nashville: Convention Press, 1934), 96. 
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4:7 and the parallels in Romans 12:3-8 and I Corinthians 12:4-31 necessitate a 
focus on the involvement of all the people in the work of the church. ” 94 

2. Body Building (v. 12) - That is, the “building up of the body of 
Christ.” Just as the human body is built up through proper nutrition and exercise, 
so the body of Christ - the Church - is built up or strengthened as each member of 
that body “functions properly in its own sphere,” 95 thereby engaging in spiritual 
nutrition and exercise. 

In verse 13, Paul gives a picture of what this “body building” leads to: “such 
unity in our faith and knowledge of God’s Son that we will be mature and full 
grown in the Lord, measuring up to the full stature of Christ” (New Living 
Translation ). Strong bodies resist disease - both physically and spiritually. 

3. Doctrinal Stability (v. 14) - “no longer tossed and carried about by 
every wind of doctrine.” In other words, we know what we believe and why we 
believe it. We are thereby “not easy prey for peddlers of religious fads and 
heresies.” 96 

‘Doctrine’ means, as usual in the New Testament, ‘teaching.’ 

Any kind of false teaching which might lead them astray is meant. 

94 Snodgrass, 204. 

95 Robertson, 536. 

96 Vaughan, 96. 
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Now follows a description of the sources of the ‘winds of doctrine.’ 

‘By the slight of men’ means ‘by trickery.’ The Greek word means 
‘dice-playing.’ ‘In craftiness’ means ‘with shrewdness,’ or careful 
planning. ‘After the wiles of error’ means ‘tending toward the 
methodical devices of error.’ The description applies to crafty 
men who in a methodical way seek to deceive others. 97 

4. Love (v. 15) - “speaking the truth in love.” Truth can be held and 
heralded in a non-loving, judgmental way. It can even be “dispensed in a 
deceitful spirit” 98 [and if not deceitful, at least, in a very cold, orthodox, non-caring 
way]. But when love is in control, when love is matured and maturing, the truth 
will be spoken in an appropriate manner. 

“Are there times not to speak the truth, but to be silent, because the truth 
cannot be spoken in love?” 

5. Fulfills Function (v. 16) - “proper working of each individual part.” 
That is, each member “faithfully fulfills his appointed function within the body of 
Christ and thus contributes his part to the overall growth of that body. ” 9 Indeed, 
as stated in the NIV, “From Him [Christ] the whole body [Church], joined and held 
together by every supporting ligament [various individual gifted members of the 
Church], grows and builds itself up in love, as each part does its work." 


97 Mullins, 98. 
98 Vaughan, 97. 
"Ibid. 


58 



PRACTICAL SUGGESTIONS FOR DISCOVERING GIFTS 



“Are there any practical steps I can take in discovering my gift/s?” “What 
helps may be appropriated in the discovery process?” “How can I make the most 
of my spiritual gift/s?” Consider the following: 

1. Dig. In other words, get into God’s Recipe Book and excavate. We 
may uncover the possibilities of our spiritual gifts by digging into the possibilities. 
Through a study such as this one and/or others, such excavation and digging for 
discoveries is afforded. By becoming informed and supplying ourselves with an 
awareness of what is available in God’s Recipe Book, we thereby sensitize 
ourselves with God’s particular gifts. This exposes us to our potential gift/s. 

2. Desire. “What is our interest, our inclination, our wish, our appetite?” 
It is possible, of course, for selfish, egocentric desires to muddle or mess up our 
understanding and longing for gifts. But usually the desire for God’s direction in 
our lives will coincide with God’s dispensing of gifts for our lives. 

3. Do. We can expose ourselves to different avenues of service; as many 
as possible. It just may be in the actual “doing” - or attempting to do - that we 
discover where we fit. Gifts which we did not even know we possessed may be 
uncovered through the process of active involvement. Such involvement may also 
reveal to us that what we “thought” or “wished” we had, we do not have. 

4. Development. If after digging, desiring, and doing we exclaim, 
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“Eureka” [a transliterated English word from the Greek eureka - “I found it”] - then 
by God’s grace and our grit, develop it! Polish it! Shine it up! Maximize it! 
Fertilize it! Whatever gift/gifts God dispenses to us. He expects us to be good 
stewards thereof. By exercising/developing our gift/s, we are investing in the 
progress and production of that with which He has graced us. Appropriate 
development of our gift/s confirms the discovery process. 

5. Delight. The Greek word translated “gift” is charisma. The Greek 
word translated “joy” is chara. The similarity of these two words indicates that 
there is joy and satisfaction when we have discovered and are developing our 
gift/s. This delight and enjoyment does not mean that we will be exempt from 
difficulties and dangers as we fulfill our function and give ourselves to our gift. 
Nevertheless, there will be an underlying sense of delight and joy. 

6. Declaration. That is, feedback from others may be helpful. The 
recognition and acknowledgment of others that we have some specific gift may 
very well be an additional way of discovery. This declaration of others does not, in 
itself, make it so. But God can - and frequently does - speak through others in a 
corroborative, confirming manner. So, we may also sensitize ourselves to 
declaratory feedback from others and prayerfully weigh its value. 
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Conclusion 


Anyone who is committed to Jesus Christ cannot minimize the importance 
of the Church. After all, Ephesians 5:25 says, “Christ also loved the church and 
gave Himself up for her.” Being the body of Christ, the church should not be 
construed as something irrelevant or secondary to God - or anyone who knows 
Him. 

In the mad rush to make the church acceptable to society and its measuring 
rods as to what constitutes significance and importance, it may be that some in the 
church have pushed the wrong buttons and called for techniques that are really out 
of step with God’s design and purpose for the church. The values, beliefs, norms, 
symbols, and technologies of society should be carefully evaluated when it comes 
to using them to shape the church’s functions and goals. The dictates of society 
may, in fact, turn the church in a direction that is contrary to God’s design. 

Efforts to direct the church’s focus on the Biblical revelation of what is 
expected of her cannot be numerous enough. Opposition to the Word and will of 
God is rampant. Such opposition must be acknowledged and attacked by the truths 
within God’s Word. This study represents one effort to counter such opposition. 

Studies on spiritual gifts and their role in the life of the church have received 
both criticial and constructive appraisals. However, whatever position one may 
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take on this topic, it seems straightforward enough that God views it affirmatively. 
Let the reader beware. 

Something of the passion that characterized John F. Kennedy’s inaugural 

address must be captured and surpassed by those whose love for God and His 

church is no small matter. To redirect some select words of that address from the 

context of American politics to Christian commitment looks rather inviting: 

Let the word go forth from this time and place, to friend and foe 
alike, that [the Word of God] has been passed to a new generation 
of [Christians], born in this century, tempered by war [with the 
devil and his consorts], disciplined by a hard and bitter peace, 

[somewhat embarrassed by segments of the Church’s history and 
setbacks], and unwilling to witness or permit the slow undoing of 
[the Word of God from which the Church of God gets her directions] 
and to which we are committed today at home and around the 
world. 

Let every [person] know, whether [they wish] us well or ill, that 
we shall pay any price, bear any burden, meet any hardship, support 
any friend, oppose any foe to assure the survival and success of the 
[functioning and growth of Christ’s Church in accordance with the 
directives of His Word]. 

This much we pledge - and more. 

[Let us] convert our good words into good deeds. 

Since [the church was founded], each generation of [Christians] has 
been summoned to give testimony to its [spiritual] loyalty. The 
graves of [those] who answered the call to service surround the 
globe. 

Now the trumpet summons us again. 
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Finally, [as] citizens of [heaven and] citizens of the world, [let us] 
ask of [each other] the same high standards of strength and 
sacrifice which [God Himself asks of us]. With a good conscience 
of our only sure reward, with [Jesus Christ] the final judge of our 
deeds, let us go forth to lead the [Church] we love, asking His 
blessing and His help, but knowing that here on earth God’s work 
must truly be our own. 100 

During Kennedy’s address, Sorensen said, “It seemed to me, as I watched the 
faces of the crowd, that they had forgotten the cold, forgotten party lines and 
forgotten all the old divisions of race, religion and nation. It was time to begin.” 101 

“Will we allow ourselves to be gripped by God’s Word in relation to spiritual 
gifts and their implementation into Church functioning and growth? Will we 
forget the cold of the world’s disdain for us, and the refrigerator atmosphere which 
we sometimes heap upon fellow believers; forget denominational-party lines and 
divisions of religion which we create to ensure the promotion of ourselves and our 
special interests? Will we surpass the aspirations called for in Kennedy’s speech 
and hear God’s call in the modified form of that speech here set forth?” 

IT IS TIME TO BEGIN! 


100 Theodore C. Sorensen, Kennedy (New York: Harper & Row, Publishers, 1965), 245- 

248 . 


101 Ibid„ 248. 
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